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WORLDWIDE AFFALRS 


UN AGENCY REPORTS ON STATUS OF ENVIRONMENT 
OWO 50809 Beijing XINHUA in English 0715 GMT 5 Jun 81 


'Text] Geneva, 4 Jun (XINHUA)<-The old phrase “prevention ie better than cure" is finding 
ite new meening in environmental protection, according to the "1981 State of the World 
tnvironmental Report" delivered here to mark the "World Environment Day" on June 5. 


in hie report, the United Nations Environment Program's (UNEP) executive director Mustafa 
‘olba noted that the pollution damage in developed countries costs about ! to 5 percent 
of che gross national product, while environmental protection costs only 1 to 2 percent 
of GNP. Only 0.5 to 1 percent of ONP is needed by developing countries if their environ- 
mental budgets mainly go to improving drinking water supplies and sanitation, the director 
said. Avother example: If a barrel of ofl is spilled in the sea, tne cleaning up of 
oll-spilis costs 1,000 dollars per barrel spilled. 
‘Prevention is the only available option,” urges the report. Therefore, various countries 
in the world should allocate adequate finances for environmental protection. If the 
systems of safe drinking water and sewage should be constructed in the [fhird Werld, the 
report says, the incidence of diseases like typhoid, dysentery, cholera and schistosomiasis 
ould be halved. The report warns against the irresponsible disposal of wastes and stands 
for governing the use of chemicals and for effective controls to prevent the pollution and 
over-use of underground water supplies, which account for over 90 percent of the safe fresh 
water available to man. 


he report also warns against the spraying of toxic chemicals on food crops and the use 

of thousands of man-made chemical compounds. The report estimates air pollution in the 
Soviet Union costs the country $38 per person per year while the cost of air pollution 
damage in the United States every year is at least two billion dollars. 
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INDIA 


INDUSTRIAL GROWTH THREATENS LIFE IN BOMBAY 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 8 May 81 p 8 





[Article by Prakash Chandra) 
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EMPHASIS ON PREVENTING INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 25 Apr 81 p 12 


[Text } 
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SOCIAL CREDIT PARTY ANNOUNCES ITS ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES 


Logging Ban Proposed 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 20 May 81 p 6 


NEW ZEALAND 


[Text] A Social Credit Government would permanently ban all logging from several 
major virgin forests, amend the Mining Act so that separate applications to prospect 
and mine would be heard and decided in the district to which they related, and es-~ 
tablish a ministry and nature conservancy charged with preserving and enhancing New 
Zealand's resources and natural heritage, it was stated last night. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


ENVIRONMENT COMMISSIONER WEIGHS NATIONAL JEVELOPMENT ACT 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 29 May 81 p 3 
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RIVER PROTECTION POLICIES REMAIN CONTENTIOUS ISSUE 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 29 May 81 p 10 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 29 May 81 p 8 
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Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 26 May 81 p 21 
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Implications for Irrigation 


Cheistehureh THE PRESS in English 22 Nay 81 p 14 
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ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS QUERY CANDIDATES ON FOREST PULICY 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 23 May 81 p 8 
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NEW ZEALAND 


FORMATION OF NATION'S SECOND LARGEST FOREST PARK ANNOUNCED 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 25 May 81 » 10 
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NEW ZEALAND 


FOREST PLAN SEEKS TO BALANCE PRESERVATION, LOGGING USE 





Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 3 Jun 81 Sec 2 p 1 


[Article by Heather Aycton] 
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PROSPECTING BIDS BY MINING COMPANIES DRAW OPPOSITION 


Watchdog Committee Stand 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 15 May 41 p 2 


[Text] 


Staff Reporter Hamilton 
The mining company Amax Explora- 
tion (New Zealand) Inc has for 


a prospecting licence for a 
area near Paeroa. 








| 
He said the Kome.a area Prospecting licence applica 
was clearly unsuted to ‘tons in the Moehau area of 
large-scale mining, fu. it was he Coromande! Peninsula. 
susceptible to bad flooding. | Steep Terrain 


eavy rain. 

Other mining companies. 
can withdraw 
applicat ospectin 
on the peninsula. - ’ 











Closure of Area Sought 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 15 May 81 p 2 


[Text] The Environmental De- the society. Mr Gary Taylor 
lence Society wants the Said the minister had the 
Minister of E . Mr: power under section 24 of the 
Birch. to close the Moehau Mining Act to close areas 
area of Coromandel to, to maining 
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ed that another mining | minister and officials of the 
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The executive officer of! to the act. 





Many Objections Lodged 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 21 May 81 p 1 


[Text] Hamilton--More than 800 objections have been lodged with the mines division 
against two prospecting applications. 









An application by an Zealand) Inc for a licence 
Cirewar Quay Holdings Lid OR Walks District Court 
to near W not woe the i , but 

has drawn objections not until the Court has 
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PEOPLE'S RFPUBLIC OF CHINA 


POLLUTANT DANGERS OF IRRIGATION WATER, FERTILIZERS REVIEWED 
Guangzhou HUANJING [ENVIRONMENT] in Chinese No 3, 30 Mar 81 p 7 


[Article by Ma Junfeng [7456 1498 1496], Shenyang Municipal Environmental Protec- 
tion Office: "Protection Against Pollution in the Spring Planting Season") 


[Text] When spring returns to the land, and all living things revive, the busy 
spring planting season is not far off. There is a considerable scientific basis 
for proper agricultural use of water and fertilizer. 


Let us start with water. Water is the lifeblood of agriculture, and without it 
no crop could survive. The sources of agricultural water, in addition to natural 
precipitation, are subsurface water, river water and urban waste water. The 
harmful components of any polluted water can gradually accumulate in agricultural 
crops as a result of many years’ irrigation. If people eat them for many years, 
their health will be harmed. Because cadmium-containing waste water was used in 
Japan to irrigate rice paddies, producing large amounts of cadmium containing 
rice, the people who ate it suffered from the "aching disease" that shocked the 
world. 


It is easy for people to understand that river water and municipal waste water 
can be polluted by the industrial "three wastes"; but it may be harder for 
people to accept that idea that well water and other subsurface water may also 
be polluted to a degree that makes it unusable for irrigation. But extensive 
experience instructs us that well water must also be stringently protected. 
Surveys in Shenyang municipality in recent years indicated that because well 
water used in irrigation was polluted, more than 10,000 jin of vegetables were 
not fit to eat. Such instances have been numerous. In 1979, the well used for 
irrigation by a certain production team became polluted with chromium, so that 
all of the vegetables they grew contained it. Cabbage contained 5.2 mg/kg of 
chromium, and every kg of spinach contained 6 mg of it. Both were unfit to eat. 


The harmful constituents of municipal waste water are much more complex. The 
waste water contains large quantities of ammonia, nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium which are beneficial for plant growth, which is welcomed by the peas- 
ants. But it should also be realized that the waste water contains large quan- 
tities of harmful heavy metals, and if used it may pollute grains and vegetables. 
Surveys indicate that some rice irrigated with waste water contains more than 
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1 mg/kg of cadmium, equivalent to the level in the area subject to the "aching 
disease" in Japan. The rice in some areas contains levels of arsenic which ex- 
ceed our country's public health standard for food products. Accordingly, ex- 
treme care should be used in irrigating agricultural fields with waste water; 

it should be scientifically managed, and must be treated and chemically analyzed 
before use, Waste water which does not meet state standards for irrigation must 
not be used on the fields. 


Now let us discuss fertilizer. There is an agricultural proverb that: "Planting 
without manure is blind groping". The saying is correct. As science has ad- 
vanced, agricultural production has not been limited to farmyard fertilizers, 

but has come to use increasing quantities of chemical fertilizers. Although 
chemical fertilizers can produce increased yields, they also have an unfavorable 
aspect. For example, ammonium sulfate can introduce large quantities of the 
sulfate radical into the soil, producing hardpan, or it can percolate down to 

the ground and pollute water sources and increase water hardness. Accordingly, 
the proper quantities of chemical fertilizer should be used. 


Many areas, particularly south of the Yangtze, are accustomed to using river and 
canal sludge as a fertilizer. We believe “hat using river sludge is like using 
municipal waste water: it has both advan:ages and disadvantages. Sludge con- 
tains heavy metals, generally in much higher concentrations than in waste water, 
and accordingly the pollution of agricultural crops which it produces is even 
graver. The following test was made in Shenyang City: sludge was mixed with 
ordinary soil in different proportions in a greenhouse and used to grow 250 
trays of cabbage, rapeseed, celery, spinach and radishes. It was discovered 
that the cabbage was rather seriously polluted with mercury; 60 percent of it 
contained levels exceeding state health standards for foodstuffs. The cadmium 
pollution was second only to that of mercury. The cadmium content of the cab- 
bage was roughly equivalent to 15 percent of the soil cadmium content. The 
other vegetables also contained differing amounts of mercury, cadmium, lead, 
arsenic and other harmful materials. 


Thus it can be seen that although sludge has a certain fertilizing effect, it 
can produce rather grave pollution of grains and vegetables. The heavy metals 
in the sludge usually accumulate in the stalks and leaves of plants, and the 
stalks and leaves of vegetables are the parts which are used for food. Accord- 
ingly, sludge should not be used indiscriminately as a fertilizer, and its use 
on vegetables should be particularly strictly controlled so as to prevent harm- 
ful substances from entering the body through foodstuffs and harming health. 


8480 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


RES ORESTATION OF BARREN LAND IN GUANGDONG DESCRIBED 
Guangzhou HUANJING [ENVIRONMENT] in Chinese No 3, 30 Mar 81 pp 2-4 


[Article by Zeng Xianhui [2582 2009 6548]: "Changing Sandy Hills to a Treasure 
House") 


[Text] In this hilly coastal region of western Guangdong Province, where bare 
hills and slopes are visible everywhere, the Xiaoliang Water and Soil Conserva- 
tion Experiment and Popularization Station in Dianbai County is an eye-catching 
patch of green which has attracted the interest of many eminent scientists in 
this country and abroad and has been selected by the United Nations as one of 
the "man and the biosphere" scientific research bases. 


A Manmade Catastrophe 


The Xiaoliang Soil and Water Conservation station is different from other "man 
and the biosphere" scientific research bases in our country; while Mount Changbai 
and Mount Dinghu still preserve a portion of the virgin forest granted by nature, 
in the 1950's part of Xiaoliang Prefecture was nothing but bare soil. 


Actually, for many generations Xiaoliang Prefecture was entirely covered by 
forest. According to reminiscences of old people from the prefecture and the 
evidence of tree roots remaining underground, as late as 100 years ago the area 
was covered by pine or mixed forests. Afterwards, when the rulers fell, the 
trees were cut down and the denuded soil was eroded for a century by the south's 
characteristic torrential rains, which removed a meter or more of soil in all, 
or more than 10,000 cubic meters of soil per square km per year. By 1957, when 
the soil and water conservation station was set up, there were 1,537 slide loca- 
tions and 207 erosion gullies on the station's 26 hills and 7,650 mu of land. 
Tne topsoil humus content was below 1.5 percent, and soil nitrogen, phosphorus 
and potassium were insufficient. On summar days the surface temperature reached 
60° C, while in the evening it fell rapidly to 20°. The soil was completely in- 
capable of retaining rain water, so that it became dried out if it did not rain 
for a few days, and when it did rain, mud and sand were washed into the nearby 
fields, a phenomenon that was known as the "tiger of the fields." Rice yields 
were only about 100 jin per mu, and in some cases not a single grain was har- 
vested. 
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More than 100 yeare ago, when people greedily looked for immediate gain, and in- 
diecriminately cut trees on this land, nobody could have predicted that they 
would leave to posterity ruined hille in whose soil no grass grew, over which 

no birds flew, and on which not even an ant could survive, Whenever the sun set 
in summer, both eky and land were crimson, and the dry and lowering air was 
nearly stifling, creating an extremely bleak and desolate scene. This was a 
catastrophe created by an ignorance of ecology. 


An Arduouse Path 


If a blighted environment such as that in Xiaoliang Prefecture were not remade, 
it would be impossible to develop agricultural production, and it would gradually 
encroach upon the surrounding farmland and change it into waste land. The rea- 
soning was quite simple: to expand agriculture it was firet necessary to improve 
the environment there. 


But could an environment ruined by human social activity recover through human 
efforte? An examination of the soil and water conservation work in Xiaoliang is 
extremely inetructive. 


in ite efforts to improve the environment over the last 23 years, the station has 
had successful experience and lessons of failure. In its first two years, the 
station staff concentrated on building embankments to hold back the sand, check 
dams, "fish scale pite," contour trenches and other engineering works, undertaken 
with little coordination with biological measures, so that the works were gener- 
ally washed away and the results were poor. Later, they adopted a comprehensive 
approach based on afforestation, and after long experience they found and sum- 
marized a complete set of experiences, including: combinations of engineering 
works and biological measures based on local conditions and on the particular 
kinds of damage; the combination of concentrated measures, continuous measures 
and repair of gullies and of slopes; and a transition from low-level forest to 
high-level forest and a combination of short-term and long-term returns, thereby 
achieving excellent results. 


This is a brick-red soil region on the edge of the tropics, and if it lacks 
forest cover serious erosion results. The soil has already been returned to 

its original physical and chemical condition, and if the process continues, 
there is a danger that it will turn into a red desert. But in order to re- 
store the various living things in this blighted environment, water is a criti- 
cal factor. Without trees there can be no water, while without water, trees 
will not survive. Accordingly, it is first necessary to plant trees and keep 
them alive, so that the arid tropical situation will gradually revert to a moist 
tropical situation, creating the conditions for restoring and developing the 
various living things. 


However, afforestation was far from easy here. Initially they were eager for 
easy results and quick success and used the “one hoe, one seedling” method of 
olanting; but the seedlings all died. It turned out that because the topsoil 
lacked organic matter and organiems, there were almost no pores and capillaries 
in it, so that water could not penetrate it, and subsurface moisture could not 
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be Craneported to the surface, The soil moisture content 40 centimeters deep was 
only 8 to 9 percent, so that when the hoe method was used there was no hope of 
keeping a tree alive, To deal with this climatic and soil characteristic, they 
changed this crude and simple method for the method of digging large holes (40 cm 
wide, long and deep), dug contour trenches (60 cm wide and deep and 20-30 meters 
long), and used different measures in accordance with the different topography 
and types of trees; when planting bendo eucalyptus they used the method of rais- 
ing the seedlings in beds, which they grew up and formed a forest. When planting 
lemon eucalyptus, they raised the plante in nutrient pote. On eroded slopes they 
selected and planted half-year old masson pine or terraces of Chinese fan palm. 
In silted bottom land they planted carambola and other fruit trees. And along 
the edges of check dams they planted Acacia confusa. Their procedure was to in- 
troduce the narrow-leaved drought-resietant varieties such as longyuan eucalyptus 
and masson pine as first-stage, vanguard trees which covered the surface and made 
some initial improvements in the soil's water absorption and retention capability 
and ite structure. Then, they gradually proceeded to a higher stage semitropical 
monsoon evergreen broadleaf forest. 


When the above measures were adopted, the Xiaoliang station's tree survival rate 
exceeded 90 percent. Beginning their transplanting in 1959, by 1965 more than 
7,000 mu of bare hills were already covered with bendo eucalyptus, horsetail 
beefwood, masson pine and bamboo (subsequently part of the forest area was as- 
signed to local communes, so currently there is 4,700 mu). After 1965 they ex- 
panded to more than 600 mu of lichees, carambola, banana, pepper, Chinese fan 
palm and other economic trees. By 1969 they were self-sufficient. 


Since 1973, they have introduced more than 170 foreign trees and herbs and have 
successfully raised 200 mu of mixed broadleaf high forest trees and shrubs. In 
this mixed forest, Authocephalus chinensis, spinulose tree fern, olive, baige 
(4101 2706), large-leaved Acacia, Sargent gloryvine (Sargentodoxa cuneata), rattan 
palm, Amomun villosum and mixed grasses completely shade the ground surface with 
layer upon layer of green leaves. In this 200 acres of broadleaf mixed forest, 

we saw the beautiful prospect of restoring an excellent environment in Xiaoliang 
prefecture: as long as they persist in arduous struggle for a number of years, 
they have very good prospects of completely restoring the tropical forest. 


Gratifying Results 


During the 23 years of arduous struggle, Xiaoliang prefecture has undergone a 
fundamental change in its natural appearance, soil quality, climate and economic 
benefits, producing gratifying results. In the past, Xiaoliang was like a num- 
ber of broken bricks cast into a wasteland, while today it has become an area of 
green. When one drives through here in an automobile, the atmosphere that comes 
to meet him is fresh and slightly moist. To the eye it already looks like a small 
forest. Among the mixed pine and eucalyptus forest, with a canopy density of 50 
to 70 percent, soil erosion has dropped from 10,000 cubic meters per square km per 
year to 3,000; the soil moisture content has risen from less than 10 percent to a 
figure of 20 to 26 percent, and the soil humus content has been increased to 

about 3.58 percent. On sunny days in summer, the surface temperature in the 
forest is only 35° C, some 25.8° lower than on the bare, exposed ground, while 














the range of air temperature variation has decreased considerably. In both 
clear and rainy weather, the air in the forest hae a relative humidity about 5 
percent higher than on base, exposed ground, Of course, in the 200 mu of broad- 
leaf mixed forest conditions are much better than here. The soil conservation 
station's forests and crope are worth about 2 million yuan, and since 1969 the 
income from forest and agricultural producte has been more than 100,000 yuan, 
exceeding 180,000 yuan last year. 


The soll and water conservation station has long been sending people to nearby 
communes to help train technical personnel and guide their afforestation work. 
The improvement in the climatic and eoil conditions hae controlled silting of 
farmland and provided the conditions for establishing fielde with high and 
steady yields, eo that the yield from the nearby production team's rice paddies 
have increased from an initial 100 jin per mu to 500-600 or even 800 jin per mu. 


In the past there were no birds or insects here, but now that there is a forest, 
the birds come to it to build neste and raise their young. In the topsoil of 
the broadleaf mixed forests, worme were the first to appear. The following in- 
teresting event occurred: the station introduced a group of tree fern seedlings 
and they suddenly discovered large numbers of noctuide which only ate the tree 
fern leaves. While they were worrying about this group of seedlings, large nun- 
bers of tropical spiders arrived and spun their webs in the nearby trees, 
rapidly catching and eating all the noctuids, which saved the seedlings. This 
story way seem a bit unusual, but in reality it reflects the objective natural 
laws of the ecological balance: the noctuids eat the leaves and the spiders 

eat the noctuids, while the trees also provide the spiders with a living en- 
vironment. Of course, if there had not initially been a certain area of forest, 
so that the spiders had long since been able to establish themselves, when the 
critical time of the noctuid infestation arrived the spiders would not have come 
to the rescue. 


Xiaoliang Prefecture has undergone a natural change lasting a century or more, 
from forest to bare ground and from bare ground back to an initial manmade 
forest; this change was not spontaneous, but resulted from human activity. 
People in the past had no knowledge of science and cut the forests entirely 
down, exposing posterity to the rev nge of nature and to a great deal of hard- 
ship. Now that we have the superior conditions of socialism, and have further 
grasped the secrets of the natural world, by relying on the force of human 
society we can restore some of the ruined natural environment. The changes in 
Xiaoliang confirm thie point, and this is a valuable aspect of Xiaoliang's ex- 
perience. But the time required has been too long and the cost too high. Ac- 
cordingly, while we affirm and disseminate the experience of Xiaoliang, the 
lesson that past destruction of the forest resulted in long-term harm and loss 
should make us who live at the present time wiser and more respectful of 
nature's laws, and should make us recover the damaged natural environment in a 
planned fashion and never again permit the pernicious practice of wantonly cut- 
ting forests. 


8/40 
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PELUTLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


RUBING ARTICLE ON AFFORESTATLON 
8K130804 Jinan Shandong Provincial Service in Mandarin 2300 GMT 12 Jun 61 


[Report on DAZHONG RIBAO 13 June article by Bai Rubing, provincial first 
secretary: "“ixploit the Strong Pointe of Flatlands and Accelerate Affore- 
station"; article wae originally publisted by ZHONGGUO NONGYE ZHAZHI [CHINA 
FORESTRY MAGAZINE) } 


|Excerpte) The article focuses on three major issues: 1) Afforestation is important in 
controlling drought and waterlogging, preventing windstormes and preventing the soil from 
becoming sandy and alkaline; 2) it is important to ensure timber self-sufficiency: and 
5) tt te important for peasants to become prosperous. 


The article estates: There are 4.87 million mu of forests in the province's flatlands. 
Individuals and collectives in areas with a successful afforestation record are usually 
more prosperous than other areas. Some people say: If you want to become prosperous, 
plant trees. If you have more trees, you will have more grain, livestock and cash. 


This not only reflects the law of nature but also the law of the economy. Thirty years 
of expe ciences--good and bad--have shown us that we must vigorously promot: forestry. To 
promote forestry, we must underetand the importance of forestry, eliminate the influence 
of leftist ideology, act according to the laws of nature and the economy and put forestry 
on a par with agriculture and livestock production. Leadership at provincial and prefec- 
tural levels on down should personally attend to forestry and help deal with the many 
problems in forestry deve lopment. 


The article states: The goal of our afforestation drive is to achieve a 20 percent forest 
coverage rate by the end of this century. It now 9.2 percent. By then, the forest 
coverage rate in mountainous areas should be as high as 40 percent; in flatlands it should 
reach 15 percent. 


cSO: 5000 
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SRI LANKA 





PROGRAM COMBATING OIL POLLUTION IMPLEMENTED 
Colombo SUN in English 30 May 81 p 10 


[Text] Immense pollution of the East Asian seas is threatening the Livelihood 
of millions of people inhabiting the coasts of the Asian countries washed by 
these seas. 


These seas are the main sewer for all domeetic and agricultural and industrial 
wastes. Rapid industrial growth and urbanisation has overloaded domes.ic waste 
collection and treatment systems, thus the wastes spewing into the sea are 
loaded with toxic effluents. 


This has had serious consequences on the livelihood of people, particularly 
those who live in the coastal areas. 


Toxic effluents entering the marine food chains endanger human health while the 
destruction of mangrove swamps has reduced the fish catch. This was clearly seen 
in Thailand when its rapidly developing marine fisheries during the 1960's sud- 
denly stagnated. It was traced back to the destruction of the mangrove swamps. 


In addition to this, oil clicks and industrial effluent is also destroying some 
of the world's most beautiful beaches ruining the tourist trade in these areas. 


These problems have been viewed with concern by the heads of these countries 
and, in an attempt to arrive at something concrete for these countries with 
regard to the cleaning up of the seas, top government officials from the member 
ctates of the Association of South East Asian Nations met in Manila last ronth 
to draw an action plan for “Operation Clean-Up." 


On ofl pollution control, the action plan will launch a training programme for 
the prevention of oil spills. Joint investigations aimed at curbing operational 
pollution from ships will also be launched. 


According to Filipino Dr Reynaldo Lesaca, Deputy Director of UNEP's Regional 
office, special attention will be given to managing domestic industrial and 
agricultural wastes through developing and applying principles and guidelines 
for discharging wastes into the coastal waters. Research will be carried out 
to find suitable methods of dealing with hazardo"s wastes. 


It will also include the setting up of programmes for the safeguard of endan- 
gered marine species and the establishment of marine reserves to protect 
degraded coastal areas. 


eSsO: §000 
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TAIWAN 


BRIEFS 


AKHUNGTLEN STREAM POLLUTION--Pollution in Ahkungtien Stream in Kaohsiung County 
seriously threatens the aquatic life there, a report recently released by the 
Kaohsiung District Agricultural Improvement Station stated. The report said 
water life is affected, as well as grain and vegetable crops. This kind of pol- 
lution is caused by various factories, chemical, metal, dying, fibre, sugar 
making, and food processing plants dumping wastes along both sides of the 
stream. The degree of pollution is so serious that the river water has turned 
pitch black in color and stinks. Garbage and foam as well as oi] are found in 
the stream, the report stressed. Rice paddies near this area are almost barren 
as a result of using this water for irrigation. The report pointed out that dur- 
ing the first crop period, the lack of rain water or oth.: sources of supply 
lead to farmers’ using the polluted water on their crops. Laboratory tests 

have shown that oxygen is absent in water, especially downstream. In other 
words, aquatic life can not live because of the lack of oxygen. What is worse, 
rice and other grains absorb the polluted water, rich in chemicals and metallic 
elements, and in turn will poison people who eat them. The report urged the 
authority concerned to act quickly to prevent further pollution of Ahkungtien 
Stream. [Text] [Taipei THE CHINA POST in English 28 May 81 p 12) 


ISLAND RIVER POLLUTION--The Anti-Water Pollution Center of the Taiwan Provincial 
Government after making regular analyses on the water in 35 rivers around the 
island announced that only ten of them are not polluted; four rivers are slightly 
polluted, eight of them are quite polluted while the remaining 13 are seriously 
polluted. In the group of seriously polluted rivers, the worst are the Tamsui 
River, the lower reaches of the Heintien Chungkang, Wu and Putzu Rivers, and the 
lower and middle sections of the Chishui and Houchin Rivers. The center pointed 
out that water pollution is mostly caused by humans, who directly or indirectly 
cast pollutants into the rivers and cause physical or chemical changes in the 
water and change the ecology of the river. Everyone is a victim of water pollu- 
tion, said the center which urged the public to cooperate with it in preventing 
pollution of the island's rivers. [Text] {Taipei THE CHINA POST in English 

22 May 81 p 12) 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 





BRIEFS 


ANTIPOLLUTION MEASURES IN SLOVAKIA--Antipollution equipment which will be inetalled 
at enterprises under the SSR Ministry of Industry, as well as other measures imple- 
mented during 1981-1985, will reduce emission of solid pollutants 20 percent 
compared with the 1980 figures. However, in spite of this effort, 44,000 tons of 
solid pollutants, over 38,000 tons of this ashes, will be emitted by the industry 
in 1985. [Bratislava PRACA in Slovak 1 Jun 81 p 2) 


cso: 5000/3010 
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GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


ENV LRONMENTAL POLICY GROUP=~-The Environment and Water Supply Minister in colla- 
boration with other state agencies is now engaged in drafting a Nation. Environ- 
mental Poltey. When completed it will mean that all aspecis related to the envi- 
ronment will be under the control, and direction of the Ministry. Set up in 
january the Ministry is one of a number of newly created Government departments. 
The decision came out of a three-hour meeting at the Ministry's board room and 
the NEC would assist the Ministry in the execution of ite policies. However, 

the constitution and type of representation of the council is to be looked at 
shortly. In addition a state paper outlining the objectives, plans and recom- 
mendations of the Ministry is to be presented to Cabinet in a few weeks. There- 
after it is expected to be taken to Parliament for legislation. Minister Joshua 
Chowritmootoo who chaired the meeting, made it clear that the Environmental 
Council would be a legally constituted body "so as to give it the necessary clout 
to execute environmental policy." Factors such as proper drainage in the country, 
air, water, noise pollution, sewerage and garbage disposal were all discussed in 
detail. [Excerpt] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 May 81 f 1] 
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CRITICAL COASTAL EROSION PROBLEM AT KETA 
Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 6 Jun 81 p 8 


[Text] Mr Peter Ala Adjetey (UNC Kpeshie), yesterday suggested that the sea ero- 
sion problem facing Keta and other areas should be treated as a matter of national 
policy. 


Mentioning the other areas, Mr Adjetey said “today, it is Keta, tomorrow it will 
be Ada, Shama, Labadi and the old Winneba Road along the Korle Gonno beach in 
Accra”. 


He was contributing to a motion by Mr L. P. Tosu (UNC Keta), asking the House to 
approve the report of the Parliamentary delegation to the Netherlands on the Keta 
coastal erosion and protective measures. 


Supporting the motion, Mr Adjetey, who is the UNC Parliamentary Leader, said 
though the problem was everywhere, “it is more accentuated in Keta than anywhere 
else”. 


The situation, he said, called for attention. 


Moving for the approval of the report, Mr Tosu, who was the leader of the dele- 
gation, told the House of the readiness of the Netherlands government to assist in 
finding e solution to the probler. 


He disclosed that after critical discussion between the delegation and officials 
of the Directorate of the International Technical Assistances of the Netherlands 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the officials agreed to persuade cheir government 
to construct three of the 30 experimental groynes as aid to the Ghana government 
on the condition that Ghana finds aid for the construction of the remaining 27. 


Seconding the motion, Mr Kwadwo Ofori Kuragu (PFP Afigya Kwabre), warned against 
delay in taking decision on the Keta coastal erosion problen. 


"The more the delay the more expensive the project" he added. 


Calling for a critical look at the Keta problem, Mre E. Ame*~~ Williams (INP Ada), 
said her constituency faced a similar problem. 


Members who caught the Speaker's eye to speak on the motion called for action to 
save Keta. 


CSO: 5000/5024 








BRIEFS 


DANGEROUS FISHING WITH DDT--A fisherman has stressed the danger of using the 
"DDT" insecticide in fishing and called on the government to take immediate steps 
to halt the practice. Mr Alex Sogah, chief fisherman of the Kwame Vanso area in 
Brong-Ahafo Region, told the Ghana News Agency in Kumasi that certain fishermen 
along the Volta Lake in the region were using insecticide in fishing despite pro- 
tests from a local chief and other fishermen in the area. Mr Sogah warned that 
unless the practice was halted, a quarrel similar to that which broke out between 
the Gonjas and Kafamba last year, could occur. He alleged that although four 
fishermen were arrested for using the insecticide in fishing and handed over to 
the police, they were later set free. He condemned the practice, saying “this 
quick method of getting money without considering the health of the people must 
cease". [Text] [Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 25 May 81 p 5) 


ASSISTANCE IN SEA EROSION PROBLEM—-A Yugoslav construction firm, 'Pomgrads', is 
expected in the country soon to complete work on the sea defence wall along the 
Sekondi-Takoradi littoral to save the area from further erosion. This was dis- 
closed by the Western Regional Minister, Mr Sam Cudjoe, during an inspection 

tour of the area with officials of the Ghana Highway Authority and press at Ngvirisia, 
Bakano and Nkontompo, all in the Sekondi district at the week-end. Mr Cudjoe 
pointed out that after the completion of the Sekondi-Takoradi project, the con- 
tractors would undertake similar projects in areas like Dixcove and Axim which 
are also being threatened with sea erosion. The Regional Minister, however, re- 
gretted that the contractors would have completed these projects during the first 
Republic, had work not been abandoned after the 1966 coup. Mr Cudjoe noted that 
the ravages of the sea had come about at a result of the construction of the 
break-waters at the Sekondi Naval Base. The sea had eroded half of Sekondi-Takor- 
adi-Cape-Coast road at Ngyirisia, rendering it immotorable and necessitated a di- 
version through Kojokrom for the past two weeks. [Excerpt] [Accra GHANAIAN TIMES 
in English 26 May 81 p 8] 
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USSR 


URAL~BIOSPHERE PROGRAM DISCUSSED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 21 Apr 81 p 4 


[Article by Yu. Cherezov, turret lathe operator of the Chelyabinsk Tractor Plant 
imeni V. I. Lenin, Hero of Socialist Labor and Deputy to the RSFSR Supreme Soviet: 
"The Urals as a Biosphere") 


“Due to the exceptional scientific sign‘ficance of the Il 'meny 
Mountains in the Southern Urals near Miassa and to protect their 
natural mineral resources, the Council of Peoples Commissars de- 
crees: give the Peoples Commissariat the right of instruction to 
designate individual sections of the Il'meny Mountains in the 
Southern Urals near Miassa as a state mineralogical reserve, i.e., 
as a national treasure intended exclusively for performing the 
scientific and scientific and technical tasks of the country." 
(signed) V. Ul'yanov (Lenin), Chairman of the Council of Peoples 
Commissars. 


These words are inscribed at the base of the memorial to V. I. Lenin, erected near 
Chelyabinsk where the well-known Il'meny State Game Reserve imeni V. I. Lenin be- 
gins. The enormous scientific importance of the Il'meny Mountains and the moun- 
tains found there that have brought Il'meny workers world renown, has been noted 

in the works of prominent Russian scientists--A. P. Karpinskiy, N. I. Koshkarov, 

P. V. Yeremeyev, I. V. Mushketov and others. After all, approximately 200 types 
of minerals, including the world's first discovered ilmenite, chevkinite and samar- 
skite, are concentrated in the comparatively small area of the reserve. 


This document, according to which the Il'meny reserve was created that has now be- 
come a large complex nature conservation scientific research institution of the 
Urals scientific center, was signed as early as 1920. From the first days of 
Soviet power, problems of environmental protection were posed in our country in the 
most important state tasks. 


Following Lenin's testaments, the party and government subsequently adopted many 
decrees directed toward environmental protection and efficient use of its resources 
in the interests of the national economy. Last year alone, the USSR Supreme Soviet 
adopted the laws "Protection and utilization of the animal world” and “Protection 
of the atmosphere." The section "Environmental protection" of the "Main Trends 

for Economic and Social Development of the USSR for the Period 1981-1985 and for 
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the leriod up to 1990 in yet another clear confirmation of the fact that our 
natural resources have vecome the subject of the constant concern of the party and 
of every Soviet person. The state is allocating enormous funds to measures for 
environmental protection. 


Problems of environmental protection are extremely important for the oblasts of the 
industrial Urals. Realization of one part of the complex program for intensifica- 
tion of the industrial production of the region--the "Urals biosphere" Subprogram 
will help to solve them. Scientists<biologists must evaluate the consequences of 
the intensified effects of man and nature, must thoroughly study the ecology of 
plants and animals and microorganisms and finally prepare recommendations on en- 
vironmental protection and especially valuable and rare species of flora and fauna. 


It is understandable that problems of environmental protection are extremely im- 
portant for the oblasts of the industrial Urals. A good base was created during 
the 10th Five-Year Plan for further improvement and increasing the effectiveness of 
environmental protection measures. For example, approximately 3,500 hectares of 
lands disturbed by strip mining in Chelyabinskaya Oblast were returned to economic 
circulation due to state funds alone. This work is being continued successfully 
during the lith Five-Year Plan. 


Special attention is devoted to protection and efficient use of the water resources 
in the region. During the past 5 years, 112 water-protected facilities have become 
operational in our oblast alone. This made it possible to reduce the discharge of 
unpurified waters by 127,000 cubic meters per day. At the same time, active work 
is being carried out at enterprises to develop a system of circulating water sup- 
ply. These systems will appear during this five-year plan at the Chelyabinsk 
Electro-Metallurgical Combine, the Chelyabinsk Electrode Plant, the Ufaleyskiy 
Nickel Combine and at the Satka Combine Magnezit. Extensive work remains on in- 
troduction of low-waste technology at the industrial enterprises of the Urals and 
also on reprocessing of accumulated wastes of value to the national economy. 


And how important concern about the forests is! We do not for a minute have the 
right to forget that everything is interrelated in nature. Thus, clear cutting of 
forests in the watersheds of rivers sharply reduces the reserves of surface and 
ground waters. At the same time sanitary cutting of a forest without which it 
would die is extremely necessary. In short, the problem of environmental protec- 
tion requires a universal, complex and scientific approach. 


It is known that as much oxygen as would be required for the respiration of 10 
persons during an entire year is consumed when a ton of coal is burned. In travel- 
ling 1,000 kilometers, an automobile takes as much oxygen from nature as one person 
would require for a year. Four cubic meters of pulp wood are required to manufac- 
ture one ton of paper. 


All this--both oxygen and wood and much,much more--is provided by the forest, ready 
at any time to reward us with the joy of communicating with nature. We do not have 
the right to forget this. Lenin left us the bequest of conserving nature. 


6521 
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USSR 


BAYKAL POLLUTION CONTROL MEASURES REVIEWED 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 28 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by V. Moskvitin, chief of Administration of Hunting and Commercial Manage- 
ment attached to the Buryatskaya ASSR Council of Ministers, Ulan-Ude: "Enrich Lake 
Baykai") 


[Text] "Continue the work on protection and efficient use of 
unique natural complexes and primarily of the Baykal," is envi- 
sioned by the Main Trends adopted by the 26th CPSU Congress. It 
is difficult to overestimate the significance of the forthcoming 
work in this regard. And how will] it be fulfilled? 


Answering this question, it should be noted that much has been done during the past 
decade in the Buryatskaya ASSR to intensify the protection and efficient use of the 
animal world. We have two state game reserves (the Barguzin and Baykal) and 29 
state game reserves of local and one of Russian significance functioning on an area 
of approximately two million hectares. A total of 17 state cooperative commercial- 
hunting ‘acilities is involved in protection and efficient use of natural resources. 
Thirteen registered hunting preserves that have one million hectares at their dis- 
posal have been organized. Effective protection and implementaton of biotechnical 
measures are fruitfully reflected in an increase of the population of wild animals. 


Buryatiya is the native area of the well-known Barguzin sable. The autonomous 
republic is a stable supplier of commercial furs. It successfully fulfilled the 
plan of the 10th Five-Year Plan on the sale of "soft gold" to the state. The life 
of remote taiga villages of the northern Transbaykal was altered significantly 
with construction of the Baykal-Amur Mainline Railroad. New modern cities and 
villages are arising in previously empty places. Four state game reserves on 
which any kind of hunting is prohibited have been organized to protect the fauna 
in the railway construction zone. 


At the same time industrial development of the taiga territories of the northern 
republic and an increase of population lead to a significant reduction of hunting 
lands. Construction of the mainline cannot but help affect the operating condi- 
tions of commercial hunting farms and the entire natural complex of the region. 


First, the migration routes of elk and reindeer from winter to summer pastures and 
return are being disrupted, which leads to a change in the distribution of the 
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animals by seasons. The danger of forest fires is increased. Cases of 
poaching also become more frequent with an increase of population. All this re- 
quires adoption of urgent effective measures. 


Under these conditions it is important to ensure protection not only of the animals 
themselves but also of their habitat. Thus, the timber procurement organizations 
in the zone of the mainline are creating forestry management farms, although the 
timber reserves are limited here, and cutting them with the high deposition of 
sandy soils will cause erosion and will subsequently make reforestation difficult. 
This is being discussed with alarm at the Ministry of Forestry of the republic. 


Visiting regions of BAM [Baykal-Amur Mainline Railroad] construction, one recognizes 
that a comprehensive approach is required to protect the animal habitat. There is 

a need to scientifically base the distribution of the network of environmental 
provlection areas for the future. The scientific and technical council of our ad- 
ministration, with the participation of representatives of other organizations, 
considered the problems of creating an efficient distribution of environmental 
protection areas in Buryatiya--game reserves and wildlife preserves--up to 1990 

for this purpose. 


The council recommended that an ornithological game reserve be organized on the 
basis of the Kaban Republic Wildlife Preserve to study the ornithological fauna 
of the Selenga River delta, that the area of the Barguzin Game Reserve be expanded 
and that the local Altacheyskiy Wildlife Preserve be transformed to a republic 
(RSFSR) wildlife preserve. It is planned to organize an additional 10 wildlife 
preserves and an extensive network of reproduction sections and to bring the 
specially protected area up to 10 percent of the total area of the republic. This 
in combination with other measures will make it possible not only to conserve but 
also to efficiently utilize natural resources. 


Especially important is organization of an ornithological reserve in the Selenga 
River delta. Aquatic birds play an important role in the natural complex of the 
Baykal. Considerable seasonal concentrations of them during migration and nesting 
in the region of the Selenga delta, which occupies approximately 70,000 hectares, 
will leave a significant impression on the entire Baykal. No fewer than 80 percent 
of the birds of the Baykal area nest in the delta. Favorable feeding and protec 
tive conditions--an abundance of fish and aquatic insects, the presence of a large 
number of islands, shallow tributaries and lakes grown over with thick vegetation-- 
make the river delta one of the main points of concentration of aquatic animals of 
all Eastern Siberia. The population of feathered animals during spring and fall 
migrations is especially high. 


As we can see, many problems must be solved to maintain the purity of both the 
"glorious sea" and the excellent, but very easily damaged points surrounding it and 
the animal world of the Baykal area. We hope that the RSFSR Council of Ministers 
and the Council of Ministers of the Buryatskaya ASSR and also the main administra- 
tion of hunting management and game reserves attached to the RSFSR Council of Min- 
isters will devote attention and provide specific assistance in this. Only with 
their interested participation can scientifically justified measures be worked out 
an implemented that guarantee the conservation and efficient use of these natural 
complexes. 
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USSR 


AIR POLLUTION MEASURES IN REPUBLIC EXAMINED 
Tallinn SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA in Russian 10 May 61 p 4 


[Article by A. Gromov, Chief of Estonian Regional State Gas Purification Inspector- 
ate: “Por Purity of the Air Basin: A Month's Campaign for Environmental 
Protection") 


[Text) Section 9 ie devoted to environmental protection in the Main Trends for 
Leonomic and Socie! Development of the USOR for the Period 1981-1985 and for the 
Period up to 1990. This again indicates what important attention the party is de- 
voting to solution of probleme related to protection of the natural environment. 


Much was done during the 10th Five-Year Plan in the republic to reduce noxious 
discharges and to purify the republic's air bas'n. For example, a reduction of 
noxious discharges into the atmosphere was ach ved at Kokhtla Yarva by closing an 
Obsolete plant in the Association Slantsekhim and the shale-chemical plant Kiviyli 
and also due to construction of electric filters at the TETs Akhtma. 


A number of measures has been implemented that are directed toward purification of 
the air basin in Tallinn as well. Thus, wet electric filters to trap sulfuric acid 
mist were installed at the Maardu Chemical Plant and it is being converted to burn 
gas instead of mazut. The shale dust trapping system has been redesigned at the 
Myanniku Boiler Plant of the Silikat Association and introduction of absorbers and 
hot regeneration at the pulp and paper combines imeni V. Kingisepp made it possible 
to reduce the discharge of sulfuric anhydride into the atmosphere. Much has also 
been done at other enterprises. 


However, a number of measures planned for the 10th Five-Year Plan to reduce noxious 
discharges into the atmosphere were unfortunately not fulfilled. This is primarily 
true of such republic enterprises as Slantsekhim, the shale-chemical plant Kiviyli, 
the cement plant Frunane Kunda and the Pribaltiyskaya GRES. 


It is stated in the Main Trends: “Improve production processes to reduce dis- 
charges of noxious materials into the atmosphere and improve purification of waste 
gases of impurities and increase the output of highly efficient gas-trapping 
devices.” 


What is planned in the future in the republic in light of these requirements on 
protection of atmospheric air against industrial pollution? 
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Firat, it is of course necessary to immediately fulfill all the previously planned, 
but net yet fulfilled,measures. Specifically, this concerns replacement or recon- 
struction of obsolescent electric filters of the cement plant Punane Kunda and the 
Pribaltiyekay GRES. 


Important attention should be devoted to the enterprises of the shale basin. Thus, 
electric filters must be installed at the TRTs Kokhtla-Yarva (as previously at the 
TETs Akhtma) for the second stage of purifying flue gases of shale ash and a complex 
of air-protection measures should be implemented at Slanteekhim and the plant 
Kiviyli. 


Noxious discharges into Tallinn's air basin should be reduced significantly during 
the next few years It is planned to close the sulfuric acid and to install a 
sanitary absorber as the second stage of purifying the waste gases of the super~ 
phosphate plant at the Maardu Chemical Plant and gasification of the plant's burner 
facilities will be continued, 


The boiler plant at Myanniku at the Association Silikat should be converted to gas~- 
mazut fuel; the foundry at the plant Vol'ta and, the Machine Building Plant imeni 

I. Lauriestin will be redesigned and furnaces will be eliminated. It is planned 
to accelerate elimination of small boiler plants throughout the city due to central 
heating of municipal regions and conversion of individual boiler plants to burn 
more “noble” fuels. 


Much still remains to be done, but the prospects for purifying the republic's air 
basin of industrial discharges are good. Success depends on the ministries, agen- 
cies and enterprises which have been called upon to strictly fulfill the require- 
ments established by USSR law "On protection of atmospheric air." 
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USSR 


CALL FOR PROTECTION OF THE BIOSPHERE IN UKRAINE 
Kiev PRAVDY UKRAINY in Russian 13 May 61 p 2 


[Art. ‘© by Ye. Kondratyuk, Corresponding Member of the Ukrainian SSR Academy of 
Sciences; &. Stoyko, Doctor of Biological Sciencesf and V. Voloshin, Candidate of 
Beonomic Sciences: "Reliable Protection of the Biosphere: Problems and Opinions") 


{Text} The nature of our republic is rich. We have something to love,and there is 
something to protect for the present and future generations. Reserves, numerous 
wildlife preserves, a nature park and game reservation-hunting farms have been cre- 
ated to preserve for them the uniqueness of various aspects of our nature. And 
how many natural monuments and reserve landmarks there are! The work to create 
nature reservations will be continued. The decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress 
direct us toward this. It is pointed out in the Main Trends: "Continue forma- 
tion of a sciencifically based network of reserve areas and national parks and 
conduct a study of natural systems and facilities based on then." 


The state nature preserve fund should not only contribute to passive conservation 
of natural resources but should also fulfill the functions of active protection of 
nature. The time has come in this regard to determine a new category of territor- 
ial reserve complexes--biosphere reserves. The idea of creating these complexes 
was born in 1973 in the Coordinating Committee of UNESCO "Man and the Biosphere." 


Seven biosphere reserves has been created in our country during the first step: 

Berezino, the Caucasus, Sary~-Chelek, Sikhote-Alinskiy, Prioksko-terrasnyy, Repe- 
tekskiy and the Central Chernozem. Their total area is 775,000 hectares. It is 
planned to bring the number of biosphere reserves up to 24 and their area up to 

3.2 million hectares in the near future. 


Biosphere reserves include not only virgin natural complexes but also areas in the 
sphere of active economic development and even altered and degraded lands. 


Unfortunately, biosphere reserves have still not been created in our republic. At 
the same time it is appropriate to recall that intensive economic activity has be- 
come the main cause of the fact that more than 150 species of plants and 85 species 
and subspecies of animals have already been entered in the Red Book of the Ukrain- 
ian SSR. Much land has been subjected to water and wind erosion,and the air 
vasin has been polluted in a number of industrial regions and large cities. 
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biosphere reserves in the Ukraine can be organized on the basis of existing state 

game reserves and a)so nature (national) parks that have been confirmed and plan- 

ned, The network of these game reserves should reflect the natural conditions of 

the main natural and geological zones of the rupublic and should contribute to so- 
lution of the most important ecological problems. 


Selentists of the republic considered the scientific principles of creating a net~ 
work of biosphere game reserves in the Ukrainian SSR in January 1981 at a meeting 
of the National Committee of the Ukrainian SSR on the UNESCO program "Man and the 
Biosphere." It has been recognized that the following game reserves can be or- 
ganized during the llth Five-Year Plan: the Donetsk steppe (Based on the Lugansk 
State Game Reserve), the Black Sea (based on the Black Sea Game Reserve with water 
surface of 1.00 square kilometers in the Tendrovskiy Zaliv and along the coastal dry 
valley sections and islands and also the steppe game reserve, botanical park and 
Askaniya-Nova acclimatization zoological park), the forest-steppe (based on the 
Kanev Game Reserve), the Polessk (based on the Polessk State Game Reserve in Zhito-~ 
mirekaya Oblast) and the Carpathian (based on the Carpathian State Game Reserve and 
the Carpathian Nature Park). 


There is no doubt that this requires further improvement of all the principles of 
game reserve management in the republic. The existing game reserves are subordin- 
ate organizationally to different agencies. For example, the Steppe, Black Sea, 
Lugansk and Karadag are subordinate to the Ukrainian SSR Academy of Sciences; the 
Askaniya-Nova is subordinate to VASKhNIL [All-Union Academy of Agricultural Scien- 
ces imeni V. I. Lenin); the Kanev is subordinate to the Kiev State University, 
Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of the Ukrainian SSR; the 
Polessk reserve is subordinate to the Ukrainian SSR Ministry of Forestry, and the 
Carpathian reserve is subordinate to the Ministry of the Timber and Woodworking 
Industry, Ukrainian SSR. This agency dispersion does not create the appropriate 
conditions for complex and purposeful work to implement effective measures of en- 
vironmental protection in the republic. 


There is a need to subordinate the indicated game reserves to a single state body-- 
the Ukrainian SSR State Committee for Environmental Protection--and to entrust sci- 
entific and methodical management of research work of game reserves to the Ukrain- 
ian SSR Academy of Sciences. 


We also feel that the functions of managing the activity of future biosphere game 
reserves of the republic can also be entrusted to the Ukrainian SSR State Committee 
for Environmental Protection. This will permit strengthening of their role and 
significance as an effective means of monitoring the consequences of the effect of 
production activity on the natural environment. We recall that “improvement of 
state management and intensi ‘ication of control in the field of the use of nature 
and environmental protection’ was provided by the "Main Trends for Economic and 
Social Development of the USSR for the Period 1981-1985 and for the Period up to 
1990, confirmed by the 26th CPSU Congress. 


As standards of nature, biosphere game reserves should become an important means 
of study and forecasting of this effect and preparation of scientific recommenda- 
tions on further optimization of the relationships of developed socialist society 
and nature and of creating a high-quality living environment for the Soviet people. 
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SWEDEN 


AGRICULTURE MINISTER COMMENTS ON U.S. ENVIRONMENT POLICY 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 9 Jun 41 p 9 


[Text] President Ronald Reagan's decision to reduce 
demands on U.S. industry for environmental protection 

was strongly criticized by Sweden's Minister of Agriculture 
Anders Dahlgren. Sweden is making a powerful contribution 
against pollution of the air and earth by inviting 33 
countries’ environmental ministers to a conference next 
year in Stockholm o. acid contamination. 


"IT am very disappointed with President Reagan's decision to reduce environmental 
requirements on industry for economic reasons. It is unfortunate that a rich in- 
dustrial country such as the United States reduces environmental requirements in 
a recession in order to increase industry's sales. 


"Reagan's environmental policies are very bad for the Third World, among others. 
How can the poor underdeveloped countries see themselves as being able to afford 
environmental protection if the United States can not?" 


Sulfur Halved 


"Acid contamination is our greatest environmental problem. The main cause is the 
enormous burning of coal and oil in Europe," said Anders Dahlgren. 


Sweden has before it the thankless task of halving sulfur emisstons in this country 
by 1985. In 1975 the emissions were 800,000 tons per year, of which 600,000 came 
from the burning of oil and the rest from industry. The goal is to reduce the emis- 
sions to 100,000 tons from industry and 300,000 tons per year from oil by 1985. 


If that goal is reached, and Dahlgren believes that it will be, it will be a modest 
improvement in spite of everything. That is because 75 percent of the sulfur which 
pollutes Swedish nature results from emissions from England and the Continent. 


“But reduced emissions within Sweden mean much for the environment near the sources. 
Furthermore, reduced emissions in Sweden will mean less acid seas and earth in Fin- 
land and the Soviet Union. The fact that Sweden has strict requirements for envi- 
ronmental protection facilitates negotiations with other countries," said Anders 
Dahlgren. 
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"Sweden, the United States and Japan have the atrictest requirements governing 
exhaust emissions from automobiles, Switzerland has now followed Sweden's example 
in Kurope, and I am convinced that other Buropean countries will gradually follow 
along. 


"I have visited my colleague Gerhart Baum in West Germany. It is my definite im- 
pression that in Weet Germany they have become much more aware of environmental 
problema than previously." 


Miljo-82 |Environment-82) 


"The problem with countries im the EC ir that they must arrive at common rules. 
Within the EC there are countries which recognize that Sweden's view of the en- 
vironment is correct. But there are also countries which regard environmental 
protection as an unnecessary expense for industry." 


Miljo-82 is the name of the conference in Stockholm in which 33 nations will par- 
ticipate. The week before midsummer of next year there will be two parallel con- 
ferences of experts with 50 participants in each. One will be held on Lidingo and 
one at Saltsjobaden. The week after midsummer the conference of politicians will 
be held. The participants will come from both the East and the West. In addition 
to the main theme of the conference, the problem of the threatened ozone layer will 
be discussed. 
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